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ROY H. CROSBY SCHOOL COUNCIL MINUTES:  MAY 25, 2015 

ATTENDANCE 

 Attendees:   Brenda, Sanobar, Jane, Nancy, Angela, Petra, Elaine, Kim, Tina, Jing, Walfrey, Shirley, Julie, Yangyu 

 Regrets:    Duyen, Kristin, Lesli, Leeanne, William 

TREASURER’S REPORT  

 Pizza fundraising has been very successful with a net balance of $10,819.31 

 Dance costs came in lower than budgeted, with a final expense of $257.28 

 Council approved unanimously expenses for Third Party Performances for 2015/2016 school year ($2,600) 

 Council approved unanimously expenses for Scientist in the School for 2015/2016 school year (2,300) 

HIGHLIGHTS OF PRINCIPAL’S REPORT  

 Pro-grant applications will get approved by end of June or over the summer.   This Pro-grant will cover the 

expenses for a local psychologist, Shyamala Kiru, to run 2 workshops for the Roy H Crosby community: 

o Fostering confidence:  Solutions for Overcoming Fear and Anxiety.   (October date TBD) 

o Fostering self-discipline:  Surviving a Culture of Over Indulgence (April date TBD).    

o Workshop dates will be confirmed in September.  We will offer other parents from other schools to 

attend if registration is low.   Sign up form will request email addresses from interested attendees.  Jane 

offered to send out the email reminders to ensure a successful turnout. 

 Welcome to JK.   Kristin and Nancy attended to represent council.  Spoke about expectations of what a child is to 

learn --- 4 books to take home.    9 families attended.  7 signed up for communications.   1 potential new candidate 

for council.   

 50th anniversary - Reece included the memo in his local paper delivery.   Student volunteers putting together a 

blog for the event as well.  Not known if former staff will be attending.  Some highlights of the evening: 

o An old school registry to have as a 'guest book' 

o Band, choir and salsa will be performing 

o Displays will be up throughout the school 

o There is a fun fair component:  bouncy castles, entertainers 

 Fundraising guidelines:  2015/2016 council will need to set goals for the beginning of every school year.   This year 

a form needs to be submitted to the Board.    Please see the attached Fundraising Guide for more details. 

 Class breakdown based on current enrollment for 2015/2016.   

o JK/SK, (2) 1/2, 2/3, ¾, 4/5, 5/6 

o Gifted:    4, 4/5, 5/6 

 Upcoming Dates: 

o June 5th PA Day 

o June 8th 50th 5-8 pm;  Area Track & Field 

o June 15th Grade 6 Farewell at Markham District 

o June 16th Regional Track & Field 

o June 18th Author Michael Wade in library (grades 3-6) 

o June 22 staff luncheon-primary parents 

o June 25th Last day of classes 

http://www.shyamalakiru.com/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/boarddocs/Documents/PP-schoolfundraising-676.pdf
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OPEN DISCUSSION 

 Staff Appreciation Lunch (June 22):  We will be asking the primary parents to help out with this luncheon since 

juniors helped out with Staff Appreciation lunch in December;   We will need volunteers for food and help during 

the day for set up and covering off the lunch staff assistants, so the lunch assistants can attend the luncheon. 

 Welcome letter for September package – should we translate it to chinese?  Would it be offensive if Chinese is the 

only language that is translated for?  Brenda recommended to direct parents to the view the welcome letter 

package on the website, where the articles can be google translated for anyone to read in their 1
st

 language.   

Council supports Brenda’s recommendation.   Welcome package to include details about volunteering and the 

details for police screening check 

 Teacher’s fund:   suggestion to have council support transportation costs.   A bus costs $500 per trip.  Council 

members discussed ensuring the fund could be used for ‘experiential’ curriculum so that the teachers don’t feel 

limited to using the funds just for field trips/bus costs (e.g. Medieval Man).   Brenda to share this information with 

the teachers as they plan out their 2015/2016 year. 

 Plans for 2015/2016: 

o With Sanobar leaving the community, to continue with the successes of the pizza fundraising, we will 

need to seek a new volunteer to lead pizza fundraising next year.   Council discussed other options for 

relying on the pizza company for distributing the pizza (at a high cost/loss of profit), and switching the 

pizza day where volunteers may be more available 

o Fundraising goals for:  math tutor after school?   Playground?  3
rd

 party performances and scientist in the 

school for 2016/2017? Family night? 

o September should include a survey to parents to assess their priorities in specific workshops and 

hopefully reach out for new volunteers/council members  

GUEST SPEAKER:  TINA B 

 Tina is a teacher and parent of 3 children in our community.   Please see her attached presentation, to help parents 

understand how they can support their children be successful in school 



 Supporting Success 
"If students cannot learn the way we teach them, 

then we must teach them the way they learn.“ 
 

S.  Winebrenner  

Tina Bravos 
May 2015 



We Need to Believe that… 
1. All students can succeed. 

 
2. Each student has his or her own unique patterns of learning.  

 
3. Successful instructional practices are founded on 

evidence‐based research, tempered by experience.  
 
4. Universal design and differentiated instruction are effective 

and interconnected means of meeting the learning or 
productivity needs of any group of students. 

 
5. Classroom teachers are the key educators for a student’s 

literacy and numeracy development.  
 

6. Classroom teachers need the support of the larger community 
to create a learning environment that supports students.  
 

 
 
                  Adapted from http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports 



Although each year’s report reflects a “snapshot” of 
overall student performance, it is nonetheless a valid 
scientific method for collecting, comparing & analyzing 
data, and therefore, should be given the  merit and 
attention it deserves. 







Teach Our Kids To… 



The YRDSB’s Comprehensive 
Literacy Plan 

 
✔   All students can achieve high standards given 

sufficient time and support. 
 
✔   All teachers can teach to high standards given the 

right conditions and assistance. 
 
✔   High expectations and early and on-going intervention 

are essential. 
 
✔   Teachers need to be able to articulate what they do 

and why they teach the way they do. 
                  
  

excerpt from 
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GLguidelinesforliteracy.pdf 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GLguidelinesforliteracy.pdf�




Parents/Guardians support the 
instructional process and promote 

student literacy when they: 
 • Understand what their child is expected to learn; 

 

• Understand how their child is being instructed and 
assessed; 

 

• Monitor their child’s progress in literacy, e.g., agenda books, 
report cards, homework, etc. and work collaboratively with 
the school, teacher and child to plan for their child’s 
improvement; 

 

• Assist their child in acquiring information and accessing 
community-based resources to support them in pursuing 
their literacy goals; 

 

• Actively support school-related literacy learning activities 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GL-guidelinesforliteracy.pdf  

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GL-guidelinesforliteracy.pdf�


School Councils share an important 
role in promoting high quality 

literacy instruction when they: 
 • believe that all students can achieve high standards given the 

sufficient time and support; 
  

• know and understand the Guiding Principles for Literacy 
Instruction; 

 

• work with the principal/vice-principal and school staff in 
identifying areas of focus for the school plan based on school-level 
assessment information; 

 

• engage with the community to provide insights and information 
regarding ways that parents/guardians and the community can 
support literacy learning in the school and at home; and 

 

•              .  share information with the community regarding 
                   school literacy activities 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GL-guidelinesforliteracy.pdf  

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GL-guidelinesforliteracy.pdf�


Standards of Practice 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GL-guidelinesforliteracy.pdf  

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/pdfs/w/literacy/GL-guidelinesforliteracy.pdf�


The Mathematical Processes 
from https: //chalkboardinquiries. wordpress. com 



Sample “Math Talk” Action Plan 



"All students can learn and succeed, but not all  
on the same day in the same way.“ 

 
 

W. G.  Spady 
 
 



Collectively, we all need to 
work together to support 

student success… 

…so LET’S TALK! 
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